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2 Proving that the Names =: 
WHIGand TORY : 
Are Miſchievous and Unreaſona- 
ble, and tend only to deſtroy our 


Religion and Liberties. 


Addreſs'd to thoſe Perſons, who thought 

it a great CRIME to find fault with 
Her late Majeſty's chooſing what 
SERVANTS ſhe pleas'd; and are re- 
dy to Rebel againſt His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, for chook ing ſuch as he likes. 
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To the Counſellors of Peace is Joy, Prov: xii.20ũ. 
F ye bite and devour one another, take heed. 
that ye be not conf: ueA 0 one of OY 8580 
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9 HIS Efſay is Publiſb d with æ 
fjiuncere Deſign to remove the 
WE Ez Prejudices, which the Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, 
| and Subjects of the fame Go- 
vernment, haveentertained againſt each o- 
ther, and to root out that Uncharitablę- 
neſs which is conſequent upon them. 
In the Proſecution of this Deſign, I have 
laid it down for a Principle, that he who 
would perſuade both fides, muſt provoke 
neither; and, I hope, 1 have, throughout 
the whole, paid a ſtrict regard to it, and 
ſaid nothing that may juſtly be offenſive to a- 
ny. Iam ſure, I could never forgive my 
Self the caſting one drop of Oil into theſe 
Flames. I am no Friend to Extreams. 
I own there are Faults on both Sides. 
: But 


3 
But (as one ſays in this very Caſe) I m 
Self that whe + (ball be as 7 be Sing 
ſur'd of both. N. bet, a Neuter, ſays oze ? 
” * on both ſides, ſays another? Jes tru- 
, Brethren, ye have hit it right; I am, 

ay ge to be, as the Terms ſtand, on nei- 
he, et of both Parts; 1 am for the 
Lace of both, for the Humour of neither ; 
how jhull rhe  Morter or- Cement Join the 
Sion ger, if it did not lie between 
bah? Ad I would to God all our Bre- 
1% of this Land were alike-minded ; we 
ſe +5 rot have ſuch libellous Preſſes, {ach 
anguiet Pulpits, ſuch diſtracted Boſoms; 


for the Truth is, there is no reaſon we ſhould 1 


be thus disjoin' d, or thus mutually brand- 
„ Let as all, in the Fear of God, be 
entreated, in the Rowels of our dear Re- 
Acemer , as we love our Selves, our Land, 
bur Charch, de Goſpel, to combine our 
Counſels and Endeavours to the holding 
of the TDi of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, a4 ] abour, and ſtudy, not how to 
widen or call and ranble, but how to ſalve 
and heal theſe unhappy Sores of the Church 


and Sta. . 


THE 


HE Diviſions of any Body 
of People, (as I have ob- 
ſerv'd upon another Occaſi- 
on) are their dangerous 
Wounds, whereby their Blood 
* and Spirits will be ſo drain- 
ed, that thereby the ſtrongeſt Nation may 
become a. Prey. to the Weakeſt. For 
neither Rocks nor Seas, Fenced Cities nor 
Fleets, can make that People ſafe, who, 
by Diſcord and Diſtruſt, cut the Sinews 
of their own Strength. So that wher- 
ever an Enemy has ſucceſs in Dividing a- 
ny People, he w |; ſoon have the Satis- 
faction of Deſtroying them; and will find 
this the ſureſt and cheapeſt Way of Con- 

quering. 
And as ſuch, the Enemies of our Church 
and Nation have fix'd upon it for the Ac- 
compliſhment of our Ruine, and the bring- 
: Ing on us that — which they have, 
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in vaio, attempted by all other Methods. 
Their chief Policy and Wiſdom is, and ever 
hath been, to divide us; they have been pro- 


moting this Deſign in one Shape or other, 


ever ſince the beginning of our bleſſed Re- 
formation; and (God knows) they have had 
too much Succeſs. But can there be a 
greater Inſtance of Folly and Weakneſs, 
than to ſuffer our Selves to be divided by 


them? Who that is wiſe will take Coun- 
cil and Advice of a profeſs'd and implaca- 


ble Enemy? 


We are yet, bleſſed he God, in the full 
Enjoyment of Peace at home and abroad, 


and of our Religion and civil Liberties. 
God hath given us an excellent Prince, of the 
ſame Religion with our Selves, and who 
does by all Means and Ways ſtudy, and ſeek 
the Good of the People committed to his 
Charge. So that if we did bur know our 
own Happineſs, and how to value it, we 
might be the happieſt People this Day un- 
der Heaven: And yet for all this, we are 
far from being happy; becauſe we are nei- 
ther contented nor united; and tho' we have 


all the Materials of Happineſs about us, and 
within our reach, yet we have not the Skill . 


and Wiſdom to put them together. 

The Deſign of this Eſſay, is to point out, 
and recommend the Way to a hearty Union 
and Agreement among thoſe, who, tho Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, and owning the 


ame Government, are yet as much aliena- 
ted from one another, as if their Differences 


were never ſo great and viſible. 8 
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It cannot indeed he deny'd, that there is a 


very great and wide Difference between the 


Principles and Practice of the LEADING, 
and moſt conſiderab'e Perſons of the two 
Parties into which we are unhappily divi- 


_ ded. As the Speculative Principles of thoſe 


who are run down with the Names of Whigs 
and Low-Church Men, are evidently more 


Conformable to the Conſtitution both in 


Church and State, than of ſuch as aſſume 
a different Character; ſo their Deſigns and 


Aims ſeem generally more faithfully dire&- 


ed for the Promoting the publick Happl- 
neſs and Tranquillity in every regard. 
And yet it muſt be owr'd, that ſome, who 


paſs under another Character, have ſhewn a 


juſt Concern for the Happineſs of their 
Country, and made a noble Stand againſt 
the pernicious Deſigns of ſuch as would 
inſlave and ruine it. Theſe are a ſort of 
honeſt Men, who were unhappily liſted in- 


to a Party, without either not knowing, or 
not conſidering the Tendency of their Prin- 


ciples, till they diſcover'd themſelves in de- 
ſtructive Practices: And then they are bet- 
ter than their Principles, and chooſe rather 
to be inconſiſtent, than diſhoneſt; to act a- 


gainſt their Principles, rather than purſue 


em into their juſt Conſequences, to the 
Ruine of their Country. . 
I would willingly hope it is not impoſſi- 
ble to make honeſt Men of all Parties, Friends 
to each other, tho? they cannot be all of one 
Mind; eſpecially that all who Love their 
King and Country, and are firmly attach'd 
to the Intereſts of the Church by Law Eſta- 
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bliſh'd, may be made ſenſible, that *tis their 


common Intereſt to Love one another, not- 
withſtanding their Differences in Matters of 
Speculation. 
This happy Union is the rather to be 
hoped, becauſe our Diviſions carry on all 
Sides ſome Perſons of Piety, Prudence, and 


Moderation, Men of ſober Principles, 


cool Thought, and good Lives; from whom, 
as from Primitive Worthies, great Things 
are to be hoped in ſuch a Seaſon as this, 


For to ſuch, nothing can appear more ne- 


ceſſary than the ſpeedy Adjuſtment of ſuch 
Meaſures, as are requiſite to the common 
Safety. We cannot indeed expect to com- 
poſe the Confuſions of a Bedlam all at once; 
nor, after all our Endeavours, that every 
one will be ſo wiſe as to lay aſide his Party 
Quarrels, and ſtudy to promote the com- 


mon Peace; for Men of unmortify'd Luſts 
and Paſſions, will always be uneaſie and 


troubleſome to others, as well as themſelves : 
But wiſe and good Men, carry the Princi- 
ples of Union and Condeſcenſion in their 
very Conſtitution ; and all Chriſtians, who 
enjoy the Bleſſing of their Bibles, find there 
ſuch weighty Injunctions of Brotherly Love, 


Forbearance, and all good Offices, that they 
cannot long reſiſt the Force of them, when 


once the Clouds of Prejudice, and the 
Fumes of Paſſion, are ſo diſperſt, that the 


Importance of theſe weighty Duties appear 


in a clear Light. Wh 


Now, in order to the Attaining this moſt 
defirable Union, it is neceſſary in the firſt . 


Place, that we do not burden Men 5 
5 . ſuch 
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ſuch Conſequences of their Opinions, as they 
themſelves diſown, and do not neceſſarily, 
and unavoidably follow from them. The 
great Diſpute between the conrending Par- 
ties is, in the Articles of Hereditary Right, 
and Paſſive Obedience. Some there are, (I 
mean the Non jurors) who aſſert theſe Do- 
Arines in ſuch a Manner, and with ſuch a 
profeſs'd Deſign, as to blacken the Revo- 
lution, unhinge the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
thereby undermine and ſubvert the preſent 
happy Settlement. They affirm, that Proxi- 
mity of Blood is the ſure and only lawful 
Title to the Engliſh Crown; and that all 
that ſucceed by any other Titles, are Uſur- 
pers, and have no claim to the Obedience 
and Submiſſion of their Subjects. And that 
a Prince ſucceeding by this Hereditary Right, 
be he Pagan, Turk, or Papiſt, is an abſolute 
Monarch; that his Will is fuperior to all 
Law ; that he 1s accountable to none bur 
God, and is in no Caſe to be reſiſted or op- 
pos'd ; that let his Ontrages or Violences be 
what they will, the States of the Realm 
have no other Defence but that of Prayers 
and Tears. This is a fair Account of the 
Principles of ſuch of thoſe called Tories, as 
adhere to, and declare for the PRETEN- 
DER; and it muſt be own'd, if they be- 
lieve him to be really the Son of King James, 
there 1s a very great Harmony betwixt their 
Principles and their Practices. 

But there are others, who uſe their Phra- 


ſes and manner of Expreſſion without mean- 


ing the ſame Thing. They declare for Paſ- 
ſive Obedience, and Hereditary Right; but 
| 5 when 
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when they are preſs'd cloſely, will own, 
that the one is not Abſolute, nor the o- 


ther Indefeaſible; that by 4 Obedi- 
ence, they mean only ſubmiſſion to the 
Penalty of the Law, where they cannot 
obey, and not to the Will of the King 
againſt Law; and by Hereditary Right, no 
more than Hereditary Right according to 
that Act which excludes Papiſts. 

I muſt confeſs, I cannot ſee the Pru- 
dence of thus keeping up a Diſtinction, 


where there is no difference, and uſing 
Words without any Meaning; or (to ſpeak 


the moſt favourably of it) to chooſe a 


manner of expreſſing themſelves, exactly 


the ſame with thoſe whoſe Notions they 
expreſly condemn ; eſpecially when it be- 


comes a matter of Debate and Conten- 


tion; which might be avoided, by ſpeak- 
ing with thoſe Limitations, - with which 
they claim to be under ſtood. + 

But then it is unreaſonable to refuſe 
them the Liberty of Explaining them- 


| ſelves; to charge them with intending 


Reflection on the Revolution, and mean- 


ing the Pretender, when they diſown both 
the one and the other; and they do not 


neceſſarily flow from their Principles, 
when fairly explain'd, and candidly un- 


derſtood. 


The Truth is, it ſeems very plain to 
me, that wiſe and honeſt Men of both 
Parties do ſo nearly mean the ſame 
Thing in this matter of Civil Govern- 
ment, that if they wou'd but be willing 
and ready to underſtand one another, 


there 
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there could not remain the Shadow of a 
difference betwixt them. Their Animo- 
ſities againſt one another, on account of 
their different Sentiments, ariſe more 
from the Prejudice of Education, and 
Converſation, than from a thorough Ex- 
amination, and well-grounded Knowledge 
of the points in Controverſie; and the 


Strife between them, ſeems indeed to be 


more about Words, than the Things them- 
ſelves. | 

Some value themſelves highly upon 
their Principles of Loyalty to Princes, 


* and ſay, they are not to be Reſiſted, but 


muſt be Obeyd Actively, or Paſſively : 


And thus far thoſe, who they wou'd be 
thought to oppoſe, do perfectly agree 
with them, and allow that Authority is 
not to be Reſiſted; that Civil Govern- 
ment is the Ordinance of God, for the 
procuring and conſerving the Peace and 
Happineſs of human Societies; that *tis 


tze indiſpenſible Duty of all Chriſtians, 
to live Peaceably and Quietly under their 


Princes and Magiſtrates, to reverence their 
Perſons, and eſteem them Sacred ; and if 


in any Caſe they cannot obey them Ac- 


- tively, yet they are bound to obey them 
Paſſively in every thing relating to their 
- juſt Power; this, and nothing leſs, is 
- what they think ſufficient to anſwer the 
Ends of Humane Government. And this 
is all that is intended by the other Side, 


though they do not expreſs their Mean- 
ing ſo clearly and. diſtinctly. 1 
| | Indeed, 


„ 


Indeed, there are a third Sort of Peo- 


ple, who from theſe true Principles, have 
extorted extravagant Conſequences, no 
where warranted by the ſacred Writings, 
and utterly deſtructive of the Rights of 
Mankind, and contrary to the common 
Dictates of Reaſon, and the Laws of Na- 


ture, as well as of this Kingdom to which 


we belong; they would perſwade us, that 
all Kings are Jure Divino plac'd above 
the Laws, and that we are bound to 
ſubmit to them with an unlimited Paſ- 


ſive Obedience; and if they ſhould vio- 
late all the Laws in force for the Secu- 


rity of our Liberties, Properties, and 
Religion, and ſhould attempt to take from 
us our Eſtates, Wives, Children, nay, and 
our Lives, meerly to gratifie their own 
Will and Pleaſure, we are not to make 
the leaſt Reſiſtance, on pain of Eternal 
Damnation. 

Theſe are not Conſequences which o- 
ther People draw from their Principles, 


but ſuch as they own and avow them- 


ſelves; and they have ſo direct a Ten- 
dency to blacken and undermine. our pre- 
ſent Settlement, that all the Art of Man can- 
not clear them of it. But the Caſe is widely 
different where Paſſive- Obedience and Non- Re- 


ſiſtance is only aſſerted in general and equi- 
vocal Expreſſions, either reſtrain'd to the 
ſupreme Power, without declaring where, 
in our Conſtitution, it does reſide ; or, 


though urg'd in a. more unlimited Man- 
ner, yet when ſoftned and explain'd, 
made very fairly to comport with the 
| -—— Ends 
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(9) 
Ends of Government, and the late hap- 
Revolution, 1 -- 
In theſe Caſes, certainly Men have a 
Right to be favourably underſtood, tho? 
they ſpeak but obſcurely and N 
and ſhould not be charg'd with Conſe- 
quences they do not intend; eſpecially 
when they ſhew their ſatisfaction in the 
. preſent Settlement, by their ſubmiſſion to 
6 that Authority which is over us; giving 
0 \> the Government the ſame Security of their 
1 Allegiance with their Fellow Subjects, 
o- and behaving themſelves peaceably and 
7 \* - quietly under it. Nothing can be more 
W > abſurd and unfair, than to charge Men, 
m who act in this manner, with deſigns to 
> _ blacken the Revolution, or introduce Sla- 
In -very and Arbitrary Power, meerly for 


ke the ſake of a ſpeculative Principle, when | 

al 75 they diſown intending ſuch Conſequen- Y 
ces, and they do not, when fairly ex- | 

O0- \.> _plain'd, neceſlarily follow from it. 

8, But then there ought to be the ſame 

n Candour and Charity on the other Side 

nn of the Queſtion, or we ſhall never ar- 

e- rive at a happy Union. Wheg ſome af- 

u- firm a Right in a Nation to defend its 

y Conſtitution from Ruine, they are pre- 

de- ſently charg'd with this as a Conſequence, | 

ul-. that they. countenance and encourage | 

he Subje&ts, upon the lighteſt Occaſion, to | 

re, Deſtroy and Depoſe, or Murder their ; 

Dr, \Þ Kings, or at beſt, encourage Treaſons | 

n- and Rebellions in the Nation; for every 

'd, By one may think himfelf a competent judge 2 

ne when the King Miſgoverns, and conſe- + 


quently 


(109 


quently may oppoſe Him. But now, 


theſe are conſequences of other Peoples 
making, and do not flow from their Prin- 
ciples. They always ſay, that 'tis not Acts 
of private Injuſtice, or meer Errors in 
Government, that can warrant a People to 
reſiſt the Authority that God has plac'd 
over them : Here they own Paſſive Obe- 

dience to be a Chriſtian's Duty, and con- 


tend for it as much as others. But when 


a Prince ſhalf exerciſe repeated Acts of 
Violence and Oppreſſron upon his People, 
ſhall diſpence with the known Laws, and 
ſet himſelf to overturn the Conſtitution, 
and to make his own Will and Plea- 
ſure the only Rule of his Government, 
and all this as viſible to the whole Na- 
tion as the Sun that ſhines at Noon; 
then, and never till then, is the Time, 
(if no other Means be left) for the Peo- 
ple to have recourſe to the laſt Reme- 
dy; and even then, the Perſon of the 
Prince is to be held Sacred and Inviola- 
ble, while they are oppoſing his illegal 

Miniſters and Meaſures. | 
Nothing is more common indeed, than 
to repreſent them as teaching very dif- 
ferent Doctrine from this; as that they 
give Tinkers and Coblers a Liberty to 
controul the Actions of their King; and 
inveſt the diſguſted Mob with a Power 
fo call their Sovereign to account, and 
diſcard Him as often as their freekiſn 
Humours are not complied with: But 
theſe are Notions they do as much deteſt 
as any in the Nation, This is what = 
| a- 


i, C16) _— 
Managers againſt the Doctor did diſclaim, 
even when pleading for the Lawfulneſs 
of Reſiſtance in ſome extraordinary Ca- 
ſes. © We will not* put any Caſe of a 
« juſtifiable Reſiſtance, but that of the 
c Revolution only, ſays Sir Foſeph Fekyll. My 
&« Lords, (fays Sir John Holland) the Com- 
c mons would not be underſtood, as if 
c they were picading for a Licentious 
c Reſtſtance ; as if Subjects were left to 
„ their good Will and Pleaſure when to 
% Obey, and when to Reſiſt.” © Re- 
« ſiſtance (ſays Mr. Walpole) ought ne- 
ver to be thought of, but when an 
© utter ſubverſion of the Laws of the 


- © Realm threatens the whole Frame of 
« a Conſtitution, and no redreſs can o- 


ce therwiſe be hoped for. 

Is there any thing now in this Do- 
ctrine that gives the leaſt Encouragement 
to Seditions and Rebellions? Does it 
follow from hence, that People may ſet 
up Kings, and pull down Kings at their 
Pleaſure? That the King is only the 
Creature of the People, and may on a- 
ny Occaſion be diſplac'd, ro make room 
for one they like better? Theſe are 
ſome of the unreaſonable and uncharita- 
ble Conſequences that have been drawn 
from a Truth as clear as any in the 
World, and which has no other Ten- 


dency but to promote the Peace and Hap- 


pineſs of it; by ſecuring the Prince in 
his Legal Prerogatives, and the People 


in their juſt Liherties and Properties. 


4nd there is ſtill the leſs Reaſon why 
. Men 


| x2) 
Men ſhou'd endeavour to fix odious Con- 
ſequences upon this Principle, hecauſe 
when they are ſifted to the Bottom, it is 
nothing but what they will own them- 
ſelves ; nay, thoſe. of the greateſt Cha- 
racer in that Party they eſpouſe, have 
as expreſly and freely own'd it as any 
other. This is evident from the Ac- 
knowledgment of thoſe who were Council 
fo: that unhappy Man, who has contri- 


buted ſo much to our preſent Diſtempers. 


and Diſtractions. Though they' made the 
beſt Defence they cou'd for their. Client, 
yet they did not take upon them to ju-, 
ſtihe his Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive Obe- 
dience; but, on the contrary, allow'd, 


« That in Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, an - 


& Exception was to be admitted in the 
c general Doctrine of Submiſſion, and 
« that ſuch was the Caſe at the Revo- 
£ lation.” And particularly the late Lord 
Chancellor Harcourt acknowledges, < There 


« was Reſiſtance uſed at the Revolution, 


c and that it was not inconſiſtent with 
© the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
« nor with the Laws of England. He 
« own'd that he did not differ from ma- 


* ny of the Managers in their Notions of 
Nay, he ſuppoſes ſuch ex- 


« Allegiance. 
de traordinary Caſes may happen, not only 
% wherein Reſiſtance may be Lawful, but 
© a manifeſt Duty,” Now what Reaſon 
can be given, why ſuch Doctrine as this 


ſhould be reaſonable, and free of all ill ten- 


dency when advancd by him, and be load- 
ed with ſuch intolerable Conſequences, when 
| alſeried 
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| „ 
aſſerted by one of another Character? I 
wou'd fain avoid mentioning our unhappy 


Names of Diſtinction, but myſt ſometimes 


do it, in order to be underſtood. And 
why now may not a Whig affirm Reſiſtance 
in an extraordinary Caſe Lawful, as well 
as a Tory, without being declar'd an Ene- 
my to the Crown? Why muſt that be a 
Rebellious and Seditions Doctrine in the 
former, which is fairly conſiſtent with the 
ſtricteſt Logalty in the latter? If we were 
more impartial, we ſhould ſoon be more 
Charitable. 1 ; 
In the the fame manner, and with the 
like equitable Conſtruction, ought we to 
think and ſpeak of that other Notion which 
is made a ground of our Animoſities, viz. He- 
reditary Right. I think nothing can be 
more evident, than that this is a Strife a- 
bout Words, and nothing elſe. There 
are indeed ſome in the Kingdom, who 
aſſert this Doctrine in ſuch a manner, as 
to deſtroy his Majeſty's Title to the 
Crown; and they aſſert it with this ve- 
ry Deſign. Theſe affirm, that he who is 
next in Blood ought to Inherit, let him 
be Proteſtant or Papiſt, Mahometan or 
Chriſtian, and that it is a Sin againſt God, 
to hinder or oppoſe Him; they helieve 
the Pretender to be the rightful Heir of 
King James, and in conſequence of theſe 
Opinions, refuſe to ſwear Allegiance to 
his preſent Majeſty, or ſubmit to his Go- 
vernment, any otherwiſe than as to an 
Uſurper, who is in Poſſeſſion of another's 
Right. Theſe are for an Inde feaſible He- 
reditary Right, which they think is in the 
Pretender. Aud 


| (14) 
And if there are any others, who, 
though they do not own the Legitimacy 
of the. Pretender, and conſequently deny 
bis Right, yet aſſert an Indefeaſible Here- 
clit ary Right to the Crown, I may ven- 
ture to affirm, their Principles make 'em 
Enemies to his Majeſty King George, to 
whole Intereſt ſoever elſe they are attach'd. 
For are there not above Twenty Popiſh 
Princes living, who are nearer by Blood 
to the Crown than his preſeat Majeſty ? 
Theſe People therefore, if they. are not 
Non-jurors, ought certainly to be ſo, ac- 
cording to their own Principles; becanſe 
the Xing can have no Title to their 
Allegiance, whoever elſe has. 
But the greater Part of thoſe who 
ſubmit to his Majeſty's Government, and 
yet contend for this Notion, mean no- 
thing elſe by it but the ſame with that 
which is call'd by others, the Farliamen- 
tary Right. I muſt confeſs, I cannot ſee 
the Propriety of Calling that Right which 
firſt ariſes out of an At of Parliament, 
and may afterwards be controuled by it; 


(for the Act of Settlement, gives no Perſon 


who does not continue a Proteſtant, any 
Right to the Crown); I fay, I cannot ſee 
the Propriety of calling ſuch a Right an 
Hereditary Right. An Eſtate Demiſed by 
a Will, or Deed of Gift, is not what we 
uſuaily call an Inherit ange. 

But ſo long as the ſame thing is intend- 
ed, the difference in Expreſſion is not of 
that Importance as to break Charity, or 
be a juſt Ground of charging Men 1 
1 | eing 


„ 
being in the Intereſt of the Pretender, 
: who have taken the Oaths to his Ma- 
and ſubmit to his Government and 
Jeſty, Ar _ 
Authority, with as much cheerfulneſs as 
their Neighbours. It can never be rea- 
ſonable to abuſe Men with the Name of 
Facobites, and Friends to the Pretender, 
only for ſome ſeeming Inconſiſtency be- 
tween their Principles and their Actions. 
It is evident, that by Hereditary Right, 
they mean only what is called by others 
Fs a Parliamentary Right, or an Hereditary 
= Right according to Act of Parliament; which, 
however improperly expreſs'd, carries no- 
thing in it in Favour of the Pretender; 
nor is it, I verily believe, made uſe of 
= by them with any ſuch Intention. 
On the other fide, Men ſhould he care- 
ful that they do not charge their Brethren 
with being of Antimonarchical and Repub- 
lican Principles, only for aſſerting what, 
in other Words, they own themſelves. 
They ought not to repreſent them as 
teaching that the King's Right to the 
= Crown, depends only upon the Conſent of 
the People, when they know they aſſert 
no ſuch matter; but declare with them- 
ſelves, and all who underſtand the Con- 
ſtitution, that the Legiſlative Authority, 
the Ling, Lords, and Commons, are inveſt- 
ed with Power to Limit, Direct, and 
Bind the Deſcent of the Crown, as ſhall” 
be moſt for the Happineſs and Security 
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of t the Kingdom: And that the Crown 
is plac'd on his preſent Majeſty by this 
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by the People only; tho' they have the 
Honour, by their Repreſentatives in Par-. 
liament, to have a Hand in this grand 


Affair, in which their Happineſs is fo 
much concerned. Let us not then thus 
mutually accuſe one another of Princi- 
ples and Deſigns we truly abhor; but 
candidly interpret each other's Words and 


- 


Actions. Tis too true indeed, there is a 


Party of Men among us, who are Ene- 
mies to our Happineſs, and 1 
to the preſent Government, which they 
firſt endeavoured to prevent taking Place 
among us, and now ſet themſelves to di- 


ſturb. And we can never be too careful 
of theſe Men, or too watchful againſt. 
their Deſigns. But it is as evident, that 


honeſt and underſtanding Men on all ſides 
have been miſtaken in one another, and 
have brought unjuſt Accuſations into mu- 


. tual Charge. If we will but give our Selves 
leiſure to think and weigh Perſons, Things, 


Reaſons,and Intereſt, in a tolerable even Bal- 
lance, it will appear, that honeſt Men of 
all ſides are not at ſuch a Diſtance from 
one another as they ſeem to be; that in the 
main they have much the ſame Views; 
and that notwithſtanding the Crafty Inſi- 
nuations of deſigniag Men, the one cannot 
be ſuch notorious Fools as to eſpouſe a 
Common-Wealth ;, nor the other ſuch Haters 
of their Country, as ever to bend their 
Knee to Popery and Arbitrary Power, that 


is, to che PRETENDER. 
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The Event has prov'd, that we have 
been both in the Wrong, and that we 
meant the ſame thing all the while. Tis 
ſtrange how we made ſuch a ſhift to 
miſunderſtand and miſlike each other for 
ſo little reaſon ; ſince our Diſtinctions have 
been ſo ſlightly grounded, (as we have 
ſeen they have) one would wonder they 
did not vamſh ſooner. A Diſtinction 
without a Difference, has been many times 
the Occaſion of warm Diſputes, and laſt- 
ing Strife; and Prejudice, and Paſſion, Po- 
{itiveneſs, or Veneration for ſome other 
Sentiments, have ſtept in to protract the 
Diſagreement, as much without Meaſure, 
as it was without Grounds; till by ſome 
lucky Hit, the Diſputants came to ſee 
through the miſty Fallacy, and clearly 
vnderſtand the Error they were both in: 
And then they wonder at cach other that 
they did not diſcern it ſooner; and are 
glad that each finds the other miſtaken, 
himſelf in the right, and the other not in 
the Wrong, 

This may be our Caſe, if we will but 
be fo juſt as to own what is evidently 
true; we may yield to one another with- 
out Victory. We all declar'd our frm 
adherence to that Succeſſion, which now 
(bleſſed be God) takes place among us. 
| ſpeak of ſuch, as not only take the Oaths 
to his Majeſty, but conſcientiouſly ſubmir 
to his Authority. For as for thoſe who 
endeayour to diſturb the Peace and Tran- 
quillity of that Government they Swear to, 
there's too much Reaſon to believe, they 
D _ Swear 


8 
Swear as well as Act againſt their Prin- 
ciples: And *tis certain they muſt do one 
of em. But ſeeing the Ends of every 
honeſt Man are now come to paſs, our. 
Fears, and with them our Miſtakes, 
driven away, and we all united in the 
lame Intereſt, and bleſs'd with the ſame 
Succeſſor; let there be no other Conten- 


tion among vs, but who fhall moſt ex- 


preſs his Loyalty, Allegiance, and Acqui- 
eſcence in this happy reconciling, Settle- 
ment. In order to which, it is farther 
neceſlary, | 

2. That thoſe abominable Names of 
Diſtinction, which have hitherto divided 
and inflam'd us, be for ever baniſh'd, 
without hope of ever returning amongſt 
us. Let us be ſo wiſe as to hcarken to 
the Advice, the %% Advice of our glo- 
rious Debivercr King William; © That no 
“ Diſtintion be heard of among us for 
© the future, but that of thoſe who are 
« for the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
© preſent Eſtabliſhment; and of thoſe 
«© who mean a Popiſh Prince, and French 
„ Government.” The Mouth of Chr: 
himſelf hach ſpoken it, and the whole 
World has had a conſtant Experience 
and Wiſdom of the Maxim; A MXing- 
dom divided againſt it Self cannot ſtand. 
And what can divide this more, and more 


inflame our Heat and Madnels, than theſe 


unhappy Diſtinckions. They are more dan- 
gerous than the keeneſt Weapons, murder 
the moſt Innocent, and ſtamp on the beſt 
of Men an everlaſting Prejudice. Theſe 

in- 
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infernal Names once fix'd, a Man proves 


a Wolf to another Man, and loſing all 


the good Opinion which he may deſerve, 
looks on him as one who 7s 4 Samaritan, 


and has a Devil. *Tis time, if ever, for 


all abiurd Names of Party Diſtinctions to 
be aboliſhed entirely out of our very 
Language, that we may all learn to 
ſpeak the ſame Thing. As for thoſe, who 
are the Enemies of his Majeſty's happy 
Government, they diſtinguiſh themſelves; 
let thoſe who love it, and ſubmit to it, 


be diſtinguiſhed by nothing, but an ho- 


neſt Zeal for his Service, and a fervent 
Love to one anothcr. Let the Spirit of 
Diſcontent and Revenge be utterly caſt 
ont, as behoveth Engliſh Mien and Chr;- 
ſtians. Let us forget our former Animoſities, 
and beware of Entertaining new Jealou- 
ſies. Let us diveſt our Selves of all fel- 
fiſh Concerns for the Intereſts of a Party, 
or our own private Advantage; and con— 


tend only who ſhall beſt promote the 


Welfare of the Community. 

3. Another expedient for Peace is, that 
we do not charge the Faults or Miſcar- 
riages of particular Perſons upon the whole 
Body into which they have liſted them- 
ſelves. There are in all Parties ſome 
turbulent and violent Spirits, who are 
not govern'd by Reaſon or Religion, or 
even by any Principles at all, but by 
Temper and Education. Their Paſſions 
have not been yet ſubdu'd, nor their 
Minds duly ſubjeted to the Laws of 
God and our Saviour. Education or In- 

| D 2 tereſt, 
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18 
tereſt, makes 'em take one ſide of the 
Quarrel or the other, and their Tempers 


render 'em violent and boiſterons in it; 


inſomuch that oftentimes, when they change 
their Party, they carry their Tempers a- 
long with them. Now nothing can be 
more wnreaſonable, than to charge thoſe, 


who diſallow their imprudent and uncha- 


ritable Words and Actions, with that 
Guilt which belongs only to themſelves. 
We are not to form our judgment of 
a Party, from the Behaviour of ſome 


particular Perſons, who ſhelter themſelves 
under it; but from their ſtated and a- 


vowed Principles, and the plain and evi- 
dent Conſequences of them. We ought 
to conſider, that all Crimes are Perſonal, 
and reflect only on thoſe who are guilty 
of them: And not from particular Ex- 
amples, fix general reproachful Characters; 
and confer the Vices of ſingle Men, on 
aggregated Numbers. Much leſs is it 
reaſonable to upbraid Men with Faults 
committed 20 or 30 Years before they 
were born, and which they do as much 
condemn as themſelves. It is a very nar- 
row Mind to confine Goodneſs and Pro- 
bity to one fide; and a mighty undue 
Partiality to prefer a bad Man of one's 
own fide, to a good one of another, as 
is too commonly done. In great Num- 
bers good and bad will be found ; and 
the beſt Cauſe may have bad Men en- 
gag d in it; and the worſt good Ones. 

I will not deſcend to particular Com- 


pariſons, which would be endleſs and o- 
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dious; I ſhall only obſerve, that as there 


are ſome good Men of all Parties, ſo 


there are too many who are a Scandal 
to any; but according to right Reaſon, 
every Man ſhould bear his own burden 
of Reproach, as well as Guilt ; and none 
ought to be accountable for thoſe Faults 
which other People commit, and they do 
abſolutely condemn. | | 
4- In order to Peace and Union among 
contending Parties, it is neceſſary that 
there be a charitable Conſtruction of each 
other's Acts and Intentions. Men may 
take different ways for the bringing a- 
bout the ſame End, and yet there may 
be no diſhoneſty, no ill Intention in ei- 
ther, but a very good Deſign in both; 
though they may not be a like Succeſs- 
ful in the Proſecution of it. They may 
differ in their Sentiments, and yet be 


honeſt on both ſides the Queſtion. It 


cannot be deny'd, but that the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men may be miſtaken, unleſs we 
wou'd make them Perfect or Infallible. 
Now Charity in theſe Differences, ſhould 
teach us to believe and hope the beſt, 


to judge on the favourable Side, and 


not be rigorous, or raſh in our Determi- 
nations. We ſhould not aſcribe that to 
Malice and evil Purpoſes, which pro- 
ceeds only from ignorance, and want of 
knowing better. Much leſs ſhould we 
hate and miſrepreſent Men for thinking 
differently from us, when we are conſci- 
ous to our Selves, they have no ill De- 
« figns. 
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Why ſhould we expect that all Men 
ſhould be of our Minds, and be angry 
with them for being otherwiſe? We may 
as well be angry becauſe the Features 
and Lineaments of their Faces differ from 
ours. Nothing but Partiality, and Self- 
love, and fondneſs to. our own Opinions, 
can make them ſo dear to us, as to diſ- 
like all who diſagree from us. Let us 
turn the Tables, and remember, that - 
thers have full as much Reaſon: to diſ- 
like =s for differing from them; for e- 


very one may be ſuppoſed to think as 
well of his own Opinion, as we do of 


ours. And who is there who would not 
think it very hard to be hated for what 
ts ſo dear to him, and to which he has 
a natural Right? Sure there 1s no neceſ- 
ſity, that becauſe we differ in Opinions, 
we muſt worry and bait one another out 
of our Lives. A little of that Chriſtia- 
nity for which we wou'd be thought to 
contend fo much, would teach us better 
_ | 

And as we are to treat our Brethren 


in this candid and charitable Manner, 


ſo more eſpecially muſt we put the moſt - 
favourable Conſtruction upon the Proceed- 
ings and Tranſactions of our Governours. 
We muſt not ſpeak evil of Dignities, 


nor fatiouſly cenſure and rail at either 


the Prince, Or thoſe in the Adminiftrati- 
on under Him. For that Law in the 


Bock of Exodus, Exod. xxii. 28. Thou 


foalt not revile the Judges, (ſo the Mar- 
gent of our Bible reads it,) nor Curſe the 
| Rulers 


3 

Rulers of thy People, is certainly of a mo- 
ral Nature, and ftill in force; and as 
ſuch the Apoſtle, Acts xxiii. 5. cites it; 
all Governments being alike diſturb'd and 
injur'd by ſuch unpeaceable and ſeditious 
Practices. | | 

5. We ſhould own and follow all that 
is good in any Party, and freely condemn 
what is bad in our own. The Miſts of 
Prejudice do often ſo obſcure the Light 
of Reaſon in Men, that they cannot ſee 
any thing amiſs in themſelves, or that 
Party into which they are enter'd; nor 
any thing that is good in others. And 
this indeed, is one of the Miſchiefs of 
Parties and Diviſions, that it makes Men 
partial towards themſelves- and others, 
and is conſequently prejudicial to Trarh, 
as well as Peace. For when Men are 
once thoroughly engag'd on ſuch or ſuch 


a Side, their Minds are too often pre- 


judic'd, and their Ears ſtopped to all Re- 
preſentations, how true and juſt ſoever 
they may be, of the ill Deſigns or Er- 
rors of thoſe of that Party which they 
have embrac'd, and to all the generous 
and good Deſigns of the other, which 
they have taken againſt. All the Virtues 
of their own Side are magnihed, all their 
Suggeſtions, true or falſe, have credit 
with them, and all their Faults. are diſ- 
beliey'd ; and by a like Prepoſſefſion, the 
atverſe Party is run down, diſcredited, 
and condemned at all Adventures. But 
certainly it becomes us to go along with 
no Party whatſoever in Heat and Paſſi- 
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on; but impartially to conſider every 
thing, and ſuſpend our Belief of many 
things alledg'd on either ſide; and act 
only ſo far with any, as in our cool and 
real Judgment we think is moft for the 
Service and Safety of our Country. Let 
us have what Inclination we will towards 
one Party more than another, we ſhou'd 
not make their little Intereſts or Exam- 
ple our Rule, but follow them no far- 
ther than they purſue the publick Good; 
and be ready to think it poſſible, that o- 
ther People may do ſo too. 

It is in Parties, as in particular Per- 
ſons, there are ſome Vices to which, be- 
{ſides the common Miſcarriages of humane 
Life, they are more incident than others, 
by reaſon of their Conſtitution or Cir- 
cumſtances in the World : In like manner, 
there are ſome Faults which too proper- 
ly belong to all Parties, as ſuch ; and o- 
thers to which they are more liable, ac- 
cording to the particular Circumſtances 
and Exigence of their Affairs. And it re- 
quires all the Wiſdom and Goodneſs a 
Man is Maſter of, not to be carry'd a- 
way with the Stream of theſe Party- Faults, 
and Miſcarriages , the Faults that ſo eaſily 
beſet us. Thus, for inſtance, when one 
Party of Men are remov'd to make room 
for others, nothing is more common, than 
for them to be reſtleſs in their Contri- 
vances to recover their Stations again, 
and to ſtick at nothing that ſtands in the 
Way of their Deſigns; to follow their 
Succeſſors with Reproaches, malicious Of- 

nes, 


tw) . 


fices, and ſcurrilous Libels ; and to em- 


broil the Government, by poſſeſſing Men 
with groundleſs Fears and jealouſies, and 
ſpiriting up Mobs and Riots, to the Di- 
ſturbance of the Peace of the Kingdom; 
and apparent Hazard to the publick Wel- 
fare. Now theſe are things which a good 
Man, of what Party ſoever he is of, muſt 
condemn, and can never be concern'd in, 
either to keep him or his Friends in 
Places, or to get others out of em. And 
I muſt own, they have lately been us'd 
my both purpoſes, and by the ſame Per- 
one. = 
We have a fort of People, who would 
once fain be eſteem'd the only Loyaliſts 
in the Kingdom, but are now remarka- 
ble for nothing ſo much as their Inſults, 
and notorious Affronts of the King, and 
his Adminiitration : Their great Buſineſs 
is, to poſſeſs Men with Fears and Fealou- 
ſies of ill Deſigns againſt their Religion 
and Liberties; and to ſtir *em to the De- 
fence of theſe, by Riots and Tumults, 
and ſuch other Methods as are fit enough 
to deſtroy all Property, but never were 
thonght by wiſe Men the proper Ways 
to ſecure any. Theſe Men may ſhelter 
_ themſelves under the general Name of 
Tories, but there is not an honeſt Man 


in the Nation of that Character, who. 


will not think it his Duty to 4diſows and 


condemn ſuch Practices, ſo deſtructive of all 


Government, end inconſiſtent with their 
own Principles. EE 
E. | Again, 
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Again, when Men are liſted in a Par- 
ty, it is a very difficult Matter to per- 
ſuade them their Leaders have ever been 
in the wrong; and tho” it be viſible to 
every body elſe, they cannot or will not 
ſee they have purſu'd Meaſures deſtru- 
ctive of the Happineſs, and Welfare of 
their Country. They juſtifie every Acti- 
on, ſo it be done by one of their own 


fide, and will allow of,no Faults in 


thoſe of their own Party. But now, a 
good Man hates Villany and Treachery 
to his on Country wherever he ſees it; and 
is glad to find it detected, though to 
the Diſhonour of thoſe he once eſteem'd. 
He is not for skreening Men from pub- 


lick Juſtice, who haye betray'd their 


Country under Pretence of Saving it : He 
is glad rather, that their evil Deſigns 
are found out, and their miſchievous Pur- 


poſes brought to none effect. He wiſhes 


evil may be to the evil Man, of what 


Party ſoever he is of; and is ſo far 


from Repining at it, that he rejoices 
when the juſtice of the Nation finds 
out, and overtakes ſuch as would de- 
ſtroy it. „„ | 
But the Behaviour of the generality 
of People is quite otherwiſe. They give 


themſelves up to the Conduct of their 
Leaders; they vote, they act, they ſpeak, 
| Nay, they think as they do, and reſign 
themſelves abſolutely to their Diſpoſal. 


Men that are too far gone in any Cauſe, 


- are generally acted by one common Spi- 


rit, which runs through- the whole _ 


a 
(27) 
of them. They can ſee no ill in any 
Action of their own fide, and will allow , 
of no Faults in thoſe whoſe Party they | 
have taken. And all this often happens 
to rhem without their Knowledge ; they 
are inſenſibly carry'd into their Sentiments 
and Practices, and at laſt into their Ab- 
ſurdities.  - — 
And as this Spirit of Bigottry makes 
us blind to the Faults of thoſe of our 
own Side, ſo alſo to the Virtues and 
Perfections of ſuch as are of a contrary 
Party. How many excellent Perſons are 
there, ſtrict and exemplary in their Lives, 
truly Holy, full of Divine Love, not to 
he brib'd to a& contrary to their Con- 
ſciences, for any Conſiderations whatſo- 
ever, who, on one Side, and the other, 
have been treated as the Filth of the - 
World, and the Offscouring of all Things, 
only for not being of the right Party ! 
This Spirit preyails too much in all 
Parties, but if in any more than others, 
(as I think, to ſpeak impartially, there 
is ſome difference,) it is among thoſe 
who would ergroſs and confine the Church, 
and conſequently Religion to themſelves. 
How many worthy Men are there in 
the Church of England, eminent for their 
great Virtue, Piety and Learning, who 
are the Ornaments of the preſent, and 
will be the Wonders of ſucceeding A- 
ges, whoſe Characters have been black- 
end by Party-Malice and Prejudice; and 
who have been refus'd the Honour of 
belonging to tha t Church, they de ſo emi- 
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nently Serve and Adorn. I cannot ſpeak 


this, without thinking of the late worthy 


Biſhop of Sarum, and his preſent Grace 
of Canterbury, whoſe Memories will be 
had in Honour, when it ſhall not be 
ſo much as known, that thoſe who have 
fo vilely traduced them, were ever 
BOIL — | RES) 
But this is the Miſchief of Prejudice; 


it renders our Ears and Eyes of no Ser- 


vice to us: Hearing we hear, and will not 
underſtand; and ſeeing we ſee, and will not 


perceive : Let it, as we value Peace and 


Union, (the greateſt Bleſſings on Earth) 


be for ever put from us. Let us render 
to all their due, their juſt Share of Re- 


putation, though they do not in every 
Thing conform to our Humours, or e- 
ſpouſe our Party. Sr . 
In order to Peace and Union, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that we avoid, on all 
Occaſions, all unneceſſary Provocations, 
and abuſive Language, which is the Fuel 
of Contention, inflames Mens Paſſions, 
and fixes their Prejudices. Beſides the 
Wickedneſs and Indecency of the Thing, 
we ſhould conſider, that 'tis a very un- 
likely Way to cure Men of their Er- 
rors, by Reproaching their Perſons. Do 
we think we ſhall ever be able to con- 


vince Men by Language unfit for the 


Mouth of a Chriſtian, or a Gentleman ? 
When Men are in an Error, they may be 
argu'd, but never bully'd out of it. Such 
is the Frailty of Humane Nature, that 
Men will be prejudic'd againſt their 12 
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nifeſt Duty, if it be urg'd on them with 


imperious Reproaches. If we would per- 


ſuade a Man to any thing, the ready 
Way to do it is, firſt to get his Love 
and good Opinion: We may then pro- 
poſe the Arguments for Truth at a ve- 
ry great Advantage; the Man is then 
pliable, and will hearken to Reaſon; and 


perhaps will be glad if he can ſo far ob- 


lige us, as to be of our Opinion. 

But now, if we deal roughly, and give 
hard Words, Men preſently look upon 
us as their Enemies, and} throw away all 
we can ſay without conſidering; and all the 


Effect is, they hate us the more, and 


the Truth for our Sakes, while Men for- 
ſake the Merits of the Cauſe, and fall to 
railing and diſparaging Mens Perſons, and 
ſcraping together all the ill that can be 
ſaid of them ; inſtead of bringing them 
over to their Party, they alienate them 
from it; they blow the Coals of Con- 
tention, and ſo imbitter and invenom the 
Diſpute, that it rankles into incurable 
Diſtates and Averſions. i 
As this therefore ſhould be carefully 


avoided by all, ſo more eſpecially by 


thoſe who are the Miniſters of the Prince 
of Peace, and whoſe great Buſineſs it is, 
not only to reconcile Men to God, but to 


one another. It ill becomes them to 


bring a railing Accuſarion againſt their 
Brethren, or any ways to inflame thoſe 
Differences, which it is their Duty, by 
all the Means they are able, to endea- 
Your to compoſe. It is their Buſineſs, 
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„„ 
by Candour and Gentleneſs to win Souls ; 
and if they do provoke them, to provoke 
them to Love. This is the right Way 
of Saving themſelves and others. Can a- 
ny think that Chriſtian Piety is to be 
| promoted by deſtroying Chriſtian Love ? 
j Are not Faith, Hope, Charity, Repentance, 
| Humility, Self-denial, Irekneſs, Patience, 
and Heavenly-mindedneſs, more proper Sub- 
jets of their Sermons, than accuſing their 
Brethren, and expoſing them in the moſt 
odious manner they poſſibly can? Is ſin- 
cere and unfeigned Chriſtianity at the bot- 
tom of theſe Diſputes ? Nothing leſs. Can 
there be any Place for a Religion of Love 
in Men fo addicted to Railing and Revi- 
ling ? No that pure, peaceable, and 
gentle Spirit, that deſcends from above, 
abhors an Habitation from whence Chri- 
-ſtian Charity is baniſh'd, Have they a 
real Deſign at Heart to make their Hear- 
ers better? If they have, they are great- 
ly miſtaken in the Way of doing it. The 
natural Conſequence of ſuch Diſcourſes is, 
to fill Men with Bitterneſs, Envy, Wrath, 
. Hatred, Implacableneſs to their Bre- 
thren, and every evil Work ; and Men 
who Preach in that violent Manner, are 
not Inſpir d, but Poſſeſsd. This is a Spi- 
rit ill becoming the Preachers of the Go- 
| ſpel of Peace, to whom is committed the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 5 
But it is ſtill worſe, when they ſhoot 
rheir Arrows, even bitter Words, (as the 
Pſalmift ſpeaks) againſt their 3 
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and thoſe fram whom they receive Pro- 


tection and Encouragement in the Diſ- 
charge of their Office. It is a Happineſs 


which the Church does not always en- 


joy, to have the Protection of Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes; and the leaſt it can 
do, in return for ſo great an Advantage, 
is to endeavour to make their Govern- 
ment eaſie, and happy, by the Prayers 
and Endeavours of its Miniſters. But 


that Character have ated a quite diffe- 
rent Part among us. Inſtead of Endea- 
vouring to make People in Love with 
their Governours, and perſuading them 
to live quiet and peateable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, they have contribu- 
ted greatly to our preſent Diſcords and 
Diſtempers, by unwiſe and unſeaſonable 


Heats, by throwing combuſtible Matter 


among a People already on a Flame, 
which it became them rather to extin- 
guiſh. They have, many of them, been, 
and continue ſtill to be, too free with 
Actions and Proceedings of their Superi- 
ors, and too ready to poſſeſs the People 
with Fears and Jealouſies of them. It 
us'd to be a profeſs'd Principle among 


them, not to ſpeak evil of Dignities; but 


to Honour and Obey the King, and all that 
are put in Authority under Him; but their 
Reproaches and Inſults on the Xing, and 
his Adminiſtration, too evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that if they are not pleas'd in e- 
very thing, Nature can, and will rebel a- 


En rſt 
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gainſt Principle. My Lord Clarendon ob- 
ſerves. that one Part of the Prelude to 
the Great Rebellion, was the great Licenſe 
that was exercisd in Preaching. 1 hope 
there is no danger of ſo terrible a Con- 
ſequence from the extravagant Licenie that 
is taken at preſent ; but ſure Clergy-Men 
can never anſwer it to God, or their 
Conſciences, to contribute any thing to- 
wards ſuch a dreadful Evil, though by 
the Goodneſs of Providence, it happen 
to be prevented. The Reaſons of our Su- 
periors are ſecret and imperceptible to 
us below, and not raſhly to be cenſur'd 
by us z, much leſs ſhould the Pulpie be 
employ'd to ſuch a purpoſe, which was 
deſign'd to promote (with their eternal 
Welfare) the Peace and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, incorporated into Societies; which 
can never be happy, if they entertain 
groundleſs Fears, and ſealouſies of their 
their Governours. E 
And as they are by this Practice high- 
ly unjuſt to their Governours, and Ene- 
mies to the publick Peace; ſo neither do 
they do any great Service to themſelves. 
Their dabling ſo much in Politicks, (as 
they do at preſent, notwithſtanding his 
Majeſties Injunctions to the contrary,) in 
which they are always thought very 
awkward at beſt, has made them ſuffer 
.more in their Reputation from wiſe and 
good Men, than they are well aware of, 
"Twas an Obſervation of a great Man, 
that He had ſeen abroad Miters oppoſing 
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Crowns, and Chaplains vying with their Pa- 
trons: But if Clergy- Men would leave all 
Emulation with Lay-men in Pomp, and ap- 
ply themſelves only to Piety, and painfulneſs 
in their Calling, they would find as many 


to Honour them, as they do now to Envy 


them. Beſides that, it alienates Men from 
the Church it Self, to ſee the Preachers 
of it appear rather as Heralds of War, 

than "Ambaſſadors of Peace. 

. In faying all this, I do not mean to 

ſuggeſt, that this is the Temper of all 
the Clergy. No —— *tis only of fuch 


of them as are Men of narrow Minds, 


who know but little of the World or 


themſelves, are fuller of Zeal than Know- 


ledge, and do not underſtand the true In- 
tereſt of the Church and their Country, 
which is certainly beſt promoted by Har- 
mony, and a perfect Agreement. But 
there are alſo many among them, who are 
Learned, Humble, and Pious, and with 
bleeding Hearts lament our d founded, 
and worſe timed Diviſions, which they 
would gladly heal if they could; nay 
more, I hope, they are they who chiefly 


ſtand in the Gap, and keep off the ill 


Conſequences which naturally atrend them, 
I pray God increaſe their Number. 
7. It is yet farther necefſary to Peace, 
that the virulent Libels which fly abour 
be reſtrain'd, or at leaſt that Men will 
reſolve, on both Sides, to give no Cre- 
dit to them. Next to the Abuſe of the 
Pulpit, there is not * Enemy to 
: | our 
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our Peace and Tranquility, than thoſe nu- 


merous Pamphlets, wherewith our Preſ- 


ſes are overcharg'd. *Tis by theſe that 
uncharitable.Men, or mercenary Hirelings, 


promote Feuds and Heart-burnings, Jea- 


louſies and Fears, Envy and Animoſtties 


among us; by theſe they caſt their Ar- 
rows, Firebrands, and Death, and ſpread 
their infectious Peſtilence over the Land. 
The Writers of them' have no regard to 
Truth or Juſtice; their only aim is, to 
aſperſe the Party which they hate, or 
are hir'd to abuſe. And in order to this, 
their Libels are for the moſt part made 
up of nothing but hard Speeches, un- 
charitable Cenſures, falſe Accuſations, 
malicious Truths, and ſpightful Suggeſti- 
ons, by which they ſet Men at variance, 
and make them odious and deteſtable to 
one another. And that, while they are 
Murdering others, they may be harmleſs 
themſelves, they have learn'd to ſhelter 


themſelves under borrow'd Names, to 


ſcreen their Slander behind ſome malici-, 
ous Fable, to- ſuit well-known Characters 
to the Perſons at whom they aim, or 
elſe to leave out a Vowel or two in 
their Names, whoſe Reputation they are 
going to ſtab with their envenom'd Stil- 
leto's: So that what chances to be their 
Protection from Puniſhment, is the moſt e- 


vident Conviction of their Guile. 


But Oh! that every Perſon, whoſe Hand 
is employ'd in this Deviliſh Work, wou'd 
conſider how little theſe Evaſions will 3 
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vail, when things come to be ſet in their 
Proper Light, and they muſt anſwer for 

the dreadful Miſchiefs they. have done 
their Brethren, and their Country, at the 
Bar of God. He knows our Hearts, 


looks into our Deſigns, and will Judge 


us by them: And how little will it a- 


vail theſe improvident Writers, who, 
for the Sake of a little Gain, Applauſe, 


or Revenge, at preſent, ſhall make them- 
ſelves obnoxious to everlaſting Guilt, and 


eternal Puniſhment? But the Miſchief is 


ſtill greater, when this enormous Laberty 


of the Preſs, extends it ſelf to thoſe who 


are in the higheſt Authority in the King-. 
dom, and ſpares not even his moſt Sacred 


Majeſty himſelf. This more certainly than 


any thing elſe, portends the Ruin of all 


Government. It is the very Method that 
was taken hy the Rebels in Forty One, to 
bring about their vile Deſigns. Cheap, 
ſenſleſs Libels were ſcatter'd about, tra- 
ducing and villifying thoſe who were in 
the higheſt Truſt and Employment in 
Church and State: Theſe very often in- 
deed, have nothing in them but the Ti- 


tle; but ſuch Stuff, as vile and fooliſh as 


it is, makes the Government familiar, and 
conſequently contemptible to the People, 


warms the Minds of the Rabble, who 


are more capable of Action than Specu- 
lation, and are animated by Noiſe and Non- 
ſenſe. | _ | CP 

And yet, how are we peſter'd with a 
Cloud of Pamphlets and Libels of this 
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Sort, againſt the King and his Govern- 
ment, which multiply daily, and ſpread 
a thick Contag ion over the whole King- 
dom. By them, Lies and Slanders are 
propagated, like the Egyptian Darkneſs, 
ſo thick that they may be felt; and 
Prejudices, Fears, and jealouſies fix d in 
Peoples Minds, never or without vaſt 
Difficulties to be remov'd. It would be 
an endleſs Buſineſs to pick up and re- 
count thoſe numberleſs Lies which have 
been rais'd on the King himſelf, and 
all his Miniſters, both in Church and 
State. Theſe vile Scriblers are the true 
Copies of thoſe infamous Originals ſpo- 
ken of by St. Peter, Preſumptuous are they, 
Self- will d, . hey are not afraid to ſpeak e- 
vil of Dignit ies. But certainly, we can 
never enjoy Peace and Tranquillity, till the 
Government finds a Way to ſuppreſs 
theſe Incendiaries, of what Kind or Qua- 
lity ſoever ; or Men will learn to be 
ſo wiſe and honeſt as not to regard 
them. 5 
8. Another Thing that will contribute 
much to a happy Union among us, is 
not to keep at ſuch a mighty Diſtance 
from one another, but to converſe frank- 
ly and freely together upon all Occaſi- 
ons. It has a mighty Influence to be- 
get and maintain uncharitable Notions, 
to converſe only with Men and Books of 
our own Opinion, and to avoid all the 
Writers and Perſons that differ from us. 
This lays us open to the Impoſitions of 
crafty 


CPP 
crafty and deſigning Men, who may 
dreſs up a Man or an Opinion in ſuch 
a frightful Manner as to make us dread 
any approaches to them, when perhaps, 


if we were better acquainted, and ſaw 


Things in their true Colours, we ſhould 


find the greateſt Reaſon to entertain 


them. N „ 
It is in this Caſe, as in private Diſ- 
agreements; there happens ſome little 
Miſunderſtanding among Friends; and 
inſtead of Reaſoning the Caſe fairly, by 
which miſtakes might be clear'd up, and 
a Reconciliation made, they affect a di- 
ſtance from each other, and thereby 
leave room for Whiſperers and Talebea- 
rers to turn a ſlight Diſlike, into a 
fixd Averſion. It is juſt ſo in our Par- 
ty Quarrels: We ſtand off, and keep at 
a Diſtance from one another, and take 
each other's Character only from the Li- 
bellers of the Age; and then *'tis no 
wonder if we become odious and de- 
teſtable to one another; if Men on the 
one Side he thought to be a Samaritan 
and on the other to have a Devil. 
But now if we would but take the 
Pains to underſtand one another, and the 
State of the Difference between us, we 
ſhould ſoon find that the Things where- 
in we differ, bear no proportion to thoſe 
in which we are agreed. And ſince 
there are ſo many Things in which we 
are of the ſame Mind, what occaſion is 
there to chooſe Things in which we are 
- not, 


r — 
3 — 


74 
* 1 

—j—— — 2 —— ——— ͤœ 
, 


— -< — now — * - 


Ea ied in ttm .. 
* wy ” — — — 


* 


not, to make our Converſation uneaſie? 
If we cannot agree together exactly in 


Things of ſmall Moment, why, may we 


not nevertheleſs live lovingly and kind- 


ly together? Is it not ſufficient to u- 
'nite us in Love and Affection, that we 


are not only Natives of the ſame Coun- 
try, but Members of the ſame Church? 
That we Worſhip the ſame God by the 
ſame Scriptures, under the ſame Sovereign, 
and the ſame Conſtitution, that we are 
join'd in one Body, one Spirit, and one 


hope of our Calling, in one Lord, one Faith, ' | 


and one Baptiſm, and ſubſcribe to the 
fame Articles, and Worſhip in the ſame 
Form, ſubmit to the ſame Diſcipline, and 
have but - one Intereſt : And hope at laſt 
to be joint-Heirs of the ſame common 
Salvation. What can divide à Body of 


Men, (Enoliſhmen and Churchmen,) thus fit= 


ly joined together, unleſs it be that ſleight 
of our Enemies, and cunning Craftineſs 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive ? _ 
Though we ſeem to Hate and Abuſe one 
another as if we were the greateſt Enemies; 
I know not one difference betwixt us but 
what ariſes either from miſtake and miſ- 
underſtanding, or is about -Matters, in 
which neither of us have any manner of 
Concern. I do not ſpeak of profeſs'd 


FJacobites, or ſuch as diſturb the Peace 


of that Government they pretend to ſub- 
mit to; but of Peaceable and Conſci- 
entious Church-Men, by what Names ſo- 
erer elſe they are diſtinguiſhd. And 
8 TT. OO e 


(39) 


what is the Difference betwixt theſe? 


Why, one part of 'em are ſuſpected of 


not being Lealous enough for the Church; 
and the other ſeem diſſatisfied with His 


Majeſty's making a Change in the Mi- 


S ou 1 
As to the firſt, I would ask, whether 
a ſtrict and conſcientious Communion 


with a Church, and a continual Endea- 
vour to ſerve its true Intereſts, to pro- 


mote its Peace and Proſperity, be not 


proof enough of a zealous Concern for 


It? And in theſe Things, I dare affirm, 
how much ſoever ſome Gentlemen have 


been decry'd and flurr'd with odious 


Names, they neyer were deficient, Can 
their greateſt Enemies ſay, they have at 
any time offered to betray the Church? 


Have they not brought mofe into it, 


than their raving Brethren have driven 


out? And, in ſhort, are not the exem- 


plary Lives and Converſations of ſome 
of them, one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
affecting Arguments for the Church? $o 
that, I hope, this ground of Difference, 
will be allow'd to be nothing but miſtake 
and miſrepreſentation. 3 


As to the other, no impartial Perſon 


will pretend to ſay it is a Thing with 
which we are concern'd. His Majeſty has 
Power and Authority to make uſe of 
what Servants He pleaſes; and it ill be- 
comes Subjects to impeach his Choice, 
defame His Servants, and cenſure their 
Abilities and Fidelity; and thoſe moſt 
SY of 
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of all, who but a little while ago, blam'd 
this Conduct in others. Since this there- 
fore is a Matter with which we haye no 
| Concern, it ſhould not, certainly, occaſion 
any difference between us. Where's the 
Reaſon of falling out about that, we 
have, neither of us, any thing to do 
with; but is confeſsd on all Sides, to 
belong entirely to our Superiors ? But 
Laſtly, | 

9. In order to the Compoſing our Dif- 
Ferences, and healing our Breaches, we 
ſhould make our earneſt Prayers .and Sup- 
plications to the God of Peace. He is 
the God (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) that maketh 
Men to be of one Mind in an Houſe, © 
much more .in a Kingdom. And there- 
fore he exhorts us in .another Pſalm, to 
apply our Selves to God for this bleſſed 
Spirit of Peace and Unity; Pray for 
the Peace of Feruſalem. And the Apoſtle 
St. Paul aſſures us, that hearty Prayer 
will have a great Influence on the pub- 
lick Peace and Quiet, where he exhorts 
us to make Supplications, Prayers, &c. for 
Kings, and all that are in Authority; that, 
adds he, we may lead à quiet and peace- 
able Life, im all Godlineſs and Honeſty; in- 
timating that true Prayer would natural- 
ly have that effect. 5 

The Truth is, our Diviſions ſeem of 
ſuch a. Nature, as to require the imme- 
diate Hand of Ged to extinguiſh them. 
There ſeems to be ſomething more than 
Humane in them. Rage and Animoſi- 

| . tles 
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ties carryd ſo high, and to ſuch Extre- 
mities, upon ſo flight Grounds, look ve- 


ry like an Infatuation from Heaven, as a 


Puniſhment for our other Tranſgreſſions. 
 < It may juſtly be feared, (as a Reverend 
© and judicious Perſon obſerves) that it 
© js. the Operation of ſome evil and ac- 
< curſed Spirit, let looſe from the ip fer- 
© nal Caverns, and ſent as a ſpightful 
< and ſubtle Emiſſary, to irritate us one 
© againſt another, and to propagate the 
© Temper of Hell here upon Earth.” 
So that we may apply our Selves to 
God, in the Words of the P/almiſt, Thou 
haſt made the Earth to tremble, thou haſt 
—_ it; heal the Breaches thereof, for it 
ſhaleth. „ 8 
Pp There never was, certainly, greater oc- 
caſion for inceſſant Prayers, as well as 
_ earneſt Endeavours, that our Breaches 
may be Healed, and our Diviſions Uni- 
ted; for if this be not done, we are 
Tuin'd. Let them therefore that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not ſilence, and 


give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and till 


he make FJeruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth. 
Let us all inceſſantly Pray for the Peace 
of Jeruſalem; that ſhe may be as a City 
that is at Unity in it ſelf; that Peace may 
be within her Walls, and Proſperity within 
her Palaces; that Glory may dwell in our 
L 

And what we thus pray for, let us uſe 


our beſt Endeavours to attain. Let us 


conſider, *tis high Seaſon to give a Period 
| G to 
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„ 
to our Domeſtick Hoſtilities ; *tis abſo: 
tutely neceſſary to put an end to our 
Parties, or the Rage that attends them; 


and till Reaſon and Religion can ſilence 


our Diſputes, in the mean Time let them 
teach us to diſpute with Candour and 
Civility. . | 
6 'Ler the Peace of God, that loving 
© peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind, which 
God ſo indiſpenſibly requires, rule in 
© our Hearts, be the Umpire -and Dire- 
© &or there, to compoſe all our Diffe- 
© rences; this God has calld us to in one 


Body, in a Political Senſe ; and we ought 


© to purſue it, not only out of Thank- 


„ © fulneſs to Him, for having made us 


© Members of the moſt happily Conſti- 
© tnted Society in the-World ; but with 
© regard to our own Safety and Intereſt ; 
© there are no Sins, which, beſides their 
© provoking the Anger of God, have a 
© more fatal Tendency in themſelves to 
© ruine Societies, than Factions and Divi- 
© ſions among the Members of them, We 
need not be told this, we have known it 


© by ſad Experience. How did our Diviſi- 


© ons diſturb the Reign, and ſhake the 
Throne of our great Deliverer, (King. 
William,) almoſt as ſoon as he was plac'd 
© upon ir? They ſo clogged the Wheels 
© of that glorious Government, that they 
c went heavily on, diſconcerted the King's 
© Meaſvres, diſappointed may noble Deſigns, 
© and hinderd many Bleflings that might 
© have been ſecur'd to us under his Reign, if 
© they did not ſhorten it. | | 


+ OO (43) 

© God grant that theſe, and other Ex- 
© periences we have had of the Miſeries 
* and Dangers to which our unnatural 
* Diviſions have expos'd us, may teach 
* us more Wiſdom now: Let all our 
© Party-Quarrels be buried in oblivion, 
* all diſtinguiſhing Names and Characters 
© be forgotten: Let us not any more 
© provoke one another, nor envy one ano- 
© ther ; but each of us being ſatisfy'd 
© with the Share he has in this common 
< Bleſſing, which reaches to every Subject 
of theſe Dominions; Let us all friend- 
< ly join Hand in Hand together, to 
© make it as laſting, as it is diffuſive. 
6 And to that end, let all the Conten- 
tions and Emulations which ſhall ever 
© be amongſt us, be only who ſhall con- 
tribute moſt, in his proper Station, to 
make that Crown, which is plac'd up- 
on the Sacred Head of his 
© Majeſty, fit ſecurely and ea- * Coronation 
* fily there.“ * Sermon. 
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